Copenhagen, 2nd of November 2011

Scandic wins Nordic Council Nature- and
Environmental Prize

Scandic was rewarded by the Nordic Council for its efforts to promote
sustainable tourism in the Nordic Region and beyond. A conscious
environmental strategy and a series of apparently minor and simple
initiatives have proven highly successful. “Since 1994, Scandic has led the
way in efforts to reduce its own environmental impact, a policy
subsequently adopted by many others in the hotel industry and society in
general”, the adjudication panel writes.
The theme of the Nordic Council Nature and Environment Prize 2011 is sustainable
tourism. Businesses, organizations and individuals with a proven track record of
lessening the environmental impact of tourism in the Region were all eligible to be
nominated for the DKK 350,000 prize.
The winner is Scandic Hotels, a pioneer and trendsetter in sustainable tourism for
the last two decades.
“Since 1994, Scandic has led the way in efforts to reduce its own environmental
impact, a policy subsequently adopted by many others in the hotel industry and
society in general. Scandic had the courage to impose demands on its suppliers and
invite its guests to help out, e.g. by cutting down on laundry and sorting waste,”
the adjudication panel writes.
- We are very pleased and proud that the Nordic Council has chosen Scandic as the
winner. Sustainability is something we work with every day and to get such
recognition is rewarding and motivating. No company can avoid taking
responsibility for the environment and focus on environmental issues. I would like
to congratulate our Norwegian team for being nominated and winning this price,
but also point out that all of Scandic, with 160 hotels, work in the same dedicated
way with sustainability issues”, says Anders Ehrling, President and CEO, Scandic
Hotels.

Scandic er en moderne hotellkjede som bevisste gjester kommer til for å få inspirasjon og ny energi.
Med mer enn 160 hoteller og 30 000 rom er vi allerede i dag en av de største hotelloperatørene i
Europa, og vi fortsetter å vokse – i løpet av noen år vil det finnes mer enn 200 Scandic-hoteller å
velge mellom. Velkommen til scandichotels.no.

It was a Scandic employee who devised the concept of guests cutting down on how
often they send towels to the laundry. The company was also one of the first to
abandon individually wrapped soap. Small initiatives perhaps but they have made a
major impact and started a trend in hotels all over the world.
Since 1993, when the hotel chain took the decision to work in a more
environmentally conscious manner, over 11,000 employees have been trained to
take environmental issues into account and 19,000 hotel rooms have been built
from more sustainable materials. A total of 114 of the chain's 147 hotels in the
Nordic Region have been certified under the Nordic Ecolabel scheme – one of the
toughest environmental labeling schemes anywhere in the world.
Since 1994, Scandic has reduced water consumption by 17%, energy consumption
by 22% and CO2 emissions by 38%.
The Nordic Council Nature and Environment Prize is based on the Nordic values of
sustainability and respect for nature.
It goes to a company, organization or individual for exemplary efforts to integrate
respect for nature and the environment into their business or work or for some
other form of extraordinary initiative on behalf of nature and the environment.
It was the Norwegian Country Vice President, Svein Arild Steen-Mevold that
received the prize on behalf of Scandic at a ceremony in Copenhagen.

For more information, contact:
Anders Ehrling, CEO, Scandic, +46 709 73 51 67
Christine Kullgren, Corporate Communications, Scandic, +46 709 73 56 34
Michael Funch, Nordic Communications, the Nordic Council, +45 339604332
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